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Mussel culture in Sardinia

Mussel culture is the most important aquacultural activity in 
Sardinia. 

In 2008 mussel culture represented 83% of the species grown in 
aquaculture. In the same year the production of Mytilus (11,000 
tons) increased by 60% compared to the 1992 production.
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Objectives

Evaluate the influence of different 

environmental conditions on the 

growth of mussels 

Identify (Discover) a new areas for 

mussel cultures



Material and methods

Mytilus galloprovincialis (42.5 ± 3.1 

mm shell length, 2.3 ± 0.6 g wet 

meat weight) were grown in 

suspended culture in three different 

Sardinian coastal lagoons:

- Calich

- Porto Pozzo

- Tortolì

Mussels were placed in 80 cm long 

meshes hanging on longline systems 

from April to October 2010.
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Calich
Eutrophic lagoon located in north-western Sardinia

Surface area: 92 ha

Maximum depth: 2 m



Porto Pozzo
Oligotrophic lagoon located in northern Sardinia

Surface area: 52 ha

Maximum depth: 17 m


